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TAGS: PFOR. TH. MILI 

SUB J : PRIME MINISTER KUKRIT PRAMOT PRESS STATEMENT MAY 29 

1. PRIME MINISTER KUKRIT PRAMOT TOLD NEWSMEN TODAY THAT 
SECRETARY KISSINGER HAS NEGLECTED SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

2. THE PRIME MINISTER WAS RESPONDING TO A PRESS QUERY REGARDING 
AN ARTICLE IN THE MAY 30 EDITION OF FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC 
REVIEW, WHICH CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE: "ASKED ABOUT 
THE THAI GOVERNMENT'S COMPLAINTS OVER THE WAY IN WHICH THE US 
WAS VTT. EATING ITS SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE MAYAGUEZ, KISSINGER 
TOLD REPORTERS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT PAY ATTENTION TO THAI 
POLITICIANS, BUT RATHER TO THE THAI MILITARY. THE MILITARY 
WERE HAPPY ENOUGH FOR THE US TO USE TAPAO AND THAT WAS WHAT 
MATTERED, HE SAID PRIVATELY." 
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3. FEW REPORTERS WERE PRESENT WHEN THE PRIME MINISTER RESPONDED 
TO THAT PASSAGE, AND HIS REMARKS WERE NOT RECORDED. 

LATER, AT THE REQUEST OF OTHER NEWSMEN, AN OFFICIAL OF THE 
PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT TOLD THE PRESS (ACCORDING TO A 
USIS TRANSLATION OF THE RECORDING): BEGIN TEXT. 

PRIME MINISTER M.R. KUKRIT PRAMOT GAVE A NEWS CONFERENCE 
TO REPORTERS WAITING TO PUT QUESTIONS TO HIM AT 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE ON THE MONRING OF MAY 29, 1975 ON THE 
INTERVIEW SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER GAVE TO THE 
FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW - AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED 
IN THE LATEST ISSUE. IT IS ON THE ISSUE OF THE 

WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN MILITARY FORCES FROM THAILAND. AND 
IN THE INTERVIEW DR. KISSINGER STATED THAT NO ATTENTION 
SHOULD BE PAID TO POLITICIANS, BUT ATTZDTION SHOULD BE 
PAID TO THAI MILITARY OFFICIALS, WHO ARE HAPPY AT THE 
PRESENCE OF AMERICAN MILITARY FORCES IN THAILAND. THE 
PRIME MINISTER STATED IN ANSWERING: "IF HE DOESN'T WORRY 
ABOUT THAI POLITICIANS, IT DOESN'T MATTER. I WILL MEET 
MILITARY OFFICIALS NOW. IT ISN'T AT ALL TURE THAT THAI 
MILITARY OFFICIALS ARE HAPPY AT THE PRESENCE OF AMERICAN 
MILITARY FORCES IN THAILAND. GEN. KRIT SIVARA AND ALL 
MILITARY OFFICIALS ARE OF THE SAME VIEW AS THE GOVERNMENT 
IN EVERY WAY. WHAT KISSINGER SAID IS HIS OWN STATEMENT. 

WHAT CAN BE EXPECTED FROM AMERICAN POLITICIANS? 

KISSINGER IS NOT INTERESTED IN ANYTHING AT ALL, EXCEPT 
HIS OWN COUNTRY AND THE MIDDLE EAST, BECAUSE HE IS A JEW. 

HE HAS NEVER SEVEN GLANCED AT SOUTHEAST ASIA. IN REGARD 
TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN MILITARY FORCES FROM 
THAILAND. THE AMERICAN BASE IN UBON WILL B DEFINITELY 
CLOSED DOWN IN JUNE THIS YEAR. WE ARE MAKING PREPARATIONS 
FOR OUR MEN TO TAKE IT OVER." END TEXT. 

4. THIS DISTORTION OF WHAT THE SECRETARY MIGHT HAVE TOLD 
REPORTERS, AS REPORTED IN THE FAR EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW, 

COULD BE USED BY SOME ELEMENTS HERE TO EXACERBATE THE CURRENT 
SITUATION, AND THE DEPARTMENT MIGHT WISH ISSUE AN 
APPROPRIATE COMMENT OR DENIAL. 
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